To figure out the meaning of an unfamiliar word that you come across while rea:

1. Look for Context Clues in the Words, Phrases, and Senternces

Surrounding the Unfamiliar Word

2. Look for Word-Part Clues Within the Unfamiliar Word
A. Try to Break the Word into Parts. (If you can't, gkip to Step 3.)

B. Look at the Root Word. What does it mean?
C. Look at the Prefix. What does it mean?
D. Look at the Suffix. What does it mean?

E. Put the Meanings of the Word Parts Together. What is the meaning

of the whole word?

3. Guess tThe Word's Meaning (Use Steps I and 2.)

4. Try Owt Your Meaning in the @ﬁg‘imaﬂ Semtence to Check

Whether or Not It Makes Sense in Context

5. Use the Dmtmnary, if Necessary to Confirm Your Meanmg

TYPES OF HELPFUL CONTEXT CLUES

The aufhoi‘_‘pfoyi_ es & direct definifion of an unfamiliar
word, right in the senteice.
a SIGNAL WORDS is, are, means, refers to

A type of defmltion clue An a.pposmve i3 a word ot

phirage that defines or explams an unfamiliar word that
. comes before it.

* BIGNAL WORD: or

« SIGNAL PUNCTUATION: set off by commas

A canga isa bar_rel'—éha.’ﬁed dritm,

At mght YOu can see consteﬂanons
or grnups of stazs, in the slcy

The author usés another word of phrase that is similar

in meaning, or can be compared, to an unfamiliar word.

. SEGNA.'L WORDS also, as, identical, like, Itkerw:se
resemblmg, same, similarly, too

My dog Buck travels everywhere

" with me. My friend's canine buddy.

travels everywhere ‘with him, too.

The author uses another word or phrasge that means about
the oppostte of, or is in contrast with, an unfamiliar word.
=« SIGNAL WORDS: but, however, in contrast, instead of, -

on the other hand, though, unlike

I thought the movie would be 2 <k §
weird, but i turned out to be totally
mundane.

The author provides several words or ideas that are

examples of an unfamiliar word.

» SIGNAL WORDS: for example, for instance, including,
like, such as

In seience we are studying marine
marmals such as whales, dolphins,
and porpoises.

" The author provideé some nonspecific clizes to the mean-
ing of an unfamiliar word, often spread over several
sentences.

Finstein rode his bike everywhete.
He thought driving a car was way
too complicated.




